North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
13th November 2024 
1. Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman),  Lisa Edwards, Tim Bennett, and John Ellacott.  
Also present -  Cllr Nathan Hull (NYC) and Mike Richards (Clerk) 
2. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Richard Farrar. 

3. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
 Matters arising from the meeting of 11th September 2024:
 a) Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) – possible re-location. Councillors had considered the 
 possible re-location of the VAS to Hall Green Lane, but no suitable site could be identified. As 

 previously observed Rigton Hill was discounted as a) there isn’t the requisite distance for the 
 correct operation of the sign, and b) the way cars are parked make it impossible anyway. 
 Consequently, it was agreed that slight re-positioning on the existing site would be carried out 

 and the clerk will contact the supplier (SWARCO) to arrange for the operation of the sign 

 (speed and duration) to be adjusted to present a more effective display.

 b) Meeting with MP. Cllr Hull updated councillors on progress. The numerous traffic calming

 proposals (as publicised on the Community FaceBook page and Village News insert) were 
 being collated into an action plan by the MP’s Parliamentary Aid. He had met with the MP 

 and senior officials at North Yorkshire Council and once the action has been agreed, it will be 

 signed off by the MP.
 c) School playing field. The clerk confirmed that the PC’s insurance policy did not cover the 

 field, other than public liability for any PC events held there. Health and Safety and other  

 such issues are the responsibility of the School.

 The minutes were then proposed for acceptance by Cllr. Edwards and seconded by 
 Cllr Bennett.  The Chairman signed the minutes as a true record. 
 Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
      4.     Administration
              a) Village Garden – ownership.
              Cllr Hull apologised for not having been able to progress the actions needed towards 

              establishing the new Trust. He undertook to do so as soon as possible.
              b) 1st Aid training. Cllr Bennett had spoken with his medically qualified neighbour about a 

              possible solution, but to no avail. The clerk had identified a company which provides 

              defibrillator refresher courses and basic first aid training such as CPR, for £295 plus £150 for 

              a defibrillator health check. Residents are being informed of the availability of this training 
              and once positive responses are received, the appropriate number of training sessions will 
              be arranged. Cllr Hopkins agreed to enquire if the Square and Compass would be willing to 
              host the training course(s) 
              c) Boundary Commission. The consultation process ends on 9 December. Councillors agreed 

              not to submit a Council response, but individuals would respond via the Commission website 

              if they felt so fit. Cllr Massey undertook to upload the details of the consultation on the 

              Community FaceBook page.
              d) VE Day 2025 – 80th anniversary celebration. Councillors discussed possible options for 

              this occasion. The Chairman suggested that the Bellringers be approached and councillors 

              agreed. Lighting the beacon was not considered appropriate for this occasion. Any other 
              ideas to be submitted to the clerk. Any celebration will be fully publicised in the April 2025 

              edition of the Village News.
              e) The unauthorised advert displayed on the Church Hill bus shelter had been removed.

               All residents are encouraged to follow suit should there be any repetition.

      5.     Finance. 
               Approval of expenditure.

	M Richards Sept Sal 
				£223.03

	M Richards Oct Salary

				£223.03


	HMRC - PAYE

				£65.57

	HMRC - PAYE
				£131.34

	Bank charges Aug-Sept
				£10.00

	British Legion (2023)
				£75.00

	S Bush – grass cutting Sept
				£225.22

	R J Lishman – tree guard
				£204.00

	Business Stream - water
				£30.15

	Almond Gdn Serv – Oct-Nov-
				£439.00

	M Richards defib pads
			£92.94

	M Richards – print cartridges
			£50.78

					£1770.16


	
	
	
	
	

	Councillors approved the above 12 payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets. 
b) 2025-26 Budget and precept. The clerk had circulated the budget calculations for the next financial year, with projections for the main items of expenditure compared with current figures. Councillors were in agreement with the projected figures which totalled expenditure of £13027. The clerk undertook to produce a budget monitoring spreadsheet for presentation at each meeting. After further discussion, based on the agreed budget, councillors agreed to maintain the precept demand at the current level, whilst acknowledging that an increase for inflation would not have been unreasonable. Cllr Ellacott thought that this would have been a prudent option but was content nevertheless, to go along with the majority view.
c) Clerk’s salary increase. The clerk informed councillors of the nationally agreed pay increase for Local Government. The pay scales for clerks were set at an increase of £0.63 per hour, giving an increase for the clerk of £16.38 per month. Councillors agreed the new salary level.
	
	
	
	


 6.   Planning 
 Applications
             a)  ZC24/02738/FUL - Erection of 7no. horticultural structures (retrospective) Cliff Bank 
             Nursery, Harrogate Road, North Rigton.

             NO OBJECTION response submitted, as per councillor responses.
             b) ZC24/03524/PBR - Conversion of existing barns into a dwelling house with associated 
             annex. Hollow Gill Farm, Beeston’s Lane, North Rigton.
             Councillors were concerned at yet another application for development at this location. All the 
             previous reasons for objecting equally apply ie access/exit to and from High Moor Road, 

             traffic volume on the bridleway, further intrusion into the Green Belt etc. The Chairman also 

             referred to the need for a full contamination survey, given the previous use of the land. Based 

             on these facts, councillors agreed an OBJECT response should be submitted. 
             Decisions 
             c) ZC24/02185/FUL - Proposed extension to Class Q conversion with enlarged garden. 
             Fairview Farm, Brackenthwaite Lane.
GRANTED
             d) ZC24/02575/AMENDS – Non-material amendment to planning permission
             ZC23/02160/FUL to alter fenestrations, roof covering and configuration of garden room: New 
             House Farm, Crag Lane.

GRANTED
             e) ZC24/02335/FUL - Proposed agricultural building: Low Moor Farm, Dunkeswick Lane, 
             Weeton.   



GRANTED

  Councillors noted the above and had no comments.
  f) Other – Beeston’s Lane caravan. The attempted siting of the residential caravan into a field  
  off Beeston’s Lane has been reported to NYC Enforcement.
      7.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
             a) Potholes. The unsatisfactory patching carried out on the potholes on High Moor Road, 
             has been reported to NYC Highways but as yet no response has been received.
             b) Church Hill flooding. To be reported again to NYC Highways. Becomes more of a concern 
             and risk with the onset of colder weather and consequent icy conditions – the clerk will stress 
             the need for prompt action. Water is also streaming from the village green – reported to 
             Yorkshire Water and action is being taken.
             c) Rigton Hill – speed of traffic. A resident again raised his concern with the speed of traffic, 
             up and down Rigton Hill. This issue has been taken up with NYC Highways several times in  
             the past with no solution or mitigation measure offered. The Parish Council will look into 
             alternative traffic calming measures which have not been considered previously.
             d) Grass cutting contract. The existing contractor has undertaken not to increase the cost per 
             cut for 2025. On that basis, councillors agreed to extend his contract for 2025.
             e) Rigton Level crossing/A658 junction – see item 3b) above.
       8.   Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
             a) North Rigton Gala 2025. The initial meeting to discuss arrangements, is to be held next 
             week. The Chairman is anxious to recruit as many new helpers as possible.
             b) Litter pick – 22 March 2025. Details to be confirmed and publicised at the January 
             meeting.  
             c) The Chairman reported that the brown bins in the Village Garden (now unused by the 
             gardening contractor) were being used by persons unknown but the bins are not being 
             emptied as the garden waste licence has not been renewed. The clerk will arrange with NYC 
             for the bins to be removed.          
       9.   Other items. Thanks to Cllr Bennett who laid the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council on 
             Remembrance Sunday.
                       
       10.
 Dates of next meeting:
                      
                           8 January 2025 at 7.30pm at St John’s Church
                           5 March 2025 at 7.30pm at St John’s Church


 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.15
Signed







Chairman

